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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
[Date]

Contact:
[Your Name. Org & Contact Details]
Drew Emery, True Stories Project
Tel. 206-274-5858 or write press@inlawsandoutlawsfilm.com 

 [YOUR ORGANIZATION] Brings Award-Winning Documentary INLAWS & OUTLAWS to [YOUR CITY/TOWN]
Award-Winning Documentary set to play at [venue] on [date]
(YOUR CITY)   On [day of week, date of event and time],  [your organization] hosts a special screening of the award-winning documentary, Inlaws & Outlaws. The film, a collection of true stories about love and marriage, will be shown at [Venue name and full street address].  Proceeds will benefit [your program] OR [the film’s Hearts + Minds Campaign to launch grassroots screenings in congregations, schools and communities nationwide.]  Tickets are [$X] and [how to buy tickets — available in advance, by phone, online, in person, various prices, etc.]

[Describe any other information about the screening:  Q&A, reception, appearances, etc.  Describe why or how you or your organization got involved with the film’s Hearts + Minds Campaign, or decided to host the screening.   It’s a good idea to quote someone organizing the event — especially if they are known in the community.] 

The film’s director and producer, Drew Emery, launched the Hearts + Minds Campaign as a way of making his film available to communities everywhere.  “The film succeeds so well in a variety of community settings — largely because it was made on the community level, features true stories from ordinary people and, rather than preaching a particular point of view, speaks to the heart through very direct storytelling."

[If you have a direct and personal response to the film that you would want to share, add a brief testimonial here.]

Mr. Emery made Inlaws & Outlaws as a way of bridging what he calls the “false divide” between gay and straight people around the contentious topic of love and marriage.  “We’ve shown this film with great success in red states and blue states, urban centers and rural communities,” says Emery.  “It’s played in churches in Oklahoma, small college towns and to sell-out houses from Cleveland to Seattle — and everywhere we go, we find audiences embrace the idea that love is absolutely the thing that connects us as human beings — and not at all the thing that divides us.”

After Inlaws & Outlaws premiered to sold-out houses at the Seattle International Film Festival, Mr. Emery was chosen as a runner-up for Best Director. The film has since gone on to win the Grand Jury Award at the deadCENTER Film Festival, Best Local Film at the Seattle Lesbian & Gay Film Festival, and Best of Fest at the Palm Springs Film Festival.  Inlaws & Outlaws has enjoyed limited theatrical runs in both Los Angeles and Seattle during 2007.

[Include information about your organization’s mission or programming, if appropriate.   If there are sister organizations or businesses sponsoring the screening, list them here.]  

INLAWS & OUTLAWS.  It’s marriage from the inside.  And out.

For more information see the attached Fact Sheet, or visit:  www.inlawsandoutlawsfilm.com.

# # #
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WHAT:
Inlaws & Outlaws a Drew Emery film
[Event Title, if appropriate]

WHERE:
[Venue Name]

[Venue Address]

WHO:
[You or your organization, and any other sponsors, co-presenters or beneficiaries]

WHEN:
[Date & Time of event] 
HOW:
[Give ticket prices and describe how/when/where they are available.]

About the Film:
What do you get when you fall in love? Inlaws & Outlaws cleverly weaves together the true stories  of couples and singles— both gay and straight — and all into a collective narrative that is as hilarious as it is heartbreaking. 

At the top of the film, you meet real people one on one.  You don’t know who’s gay or straight or who’s with whom.   As their stories unfold and stereotypes fall by the wayside, you won’t care because you’ll be rooting for everybody.   With candor, good humor, great music and real heart, Inlaws & Outlaws gets past all the rhetoric to explore what we all have in common.  

We love.   We lose.  We all want to belong.  And we’re all making this up as we go along.

About the Hearts + Minds Campaign:
As a fiscal project of Three Dollar Bill Cinema, we developed the Hearts + Minds Campaign so that any organization or individual can share Inlaws & Outlaws with their community, congregation or school.  Once the Campaign website launches in July, those who join on will be able to:

· host a community screening

· raise money for their organization

· become a business or organizational sponsor

· or volunteer to help Spread the Love!

About [Your or Your Organization]:   [Describe your organization or give your bio.  If appropriate, describe how you became involved in the Hearts + Minds Campaign.]
Visit: www.inlawsandoutlawsfilm.com 
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WHAT THE CRITICS SAY:

“ (((½ of 4.  Captures the heart of love…Charming and heartfelt.”  John Hartl, The Seattle Times
“Lovingly rendered… a timely examination of the nature of marriage, whether straight or gay.”   Ken Eisner, Variety
“It's easy to see how the film could become a word-of-mouth success.   Its collection of stories is accessible and consistently absorbing, and in a couple of cases, devastating.”  Robert Horton, The Everett Herald

“Emery’s shrewd tactic with this film is to focus on the love that defines relationships regardless of gender, and references the challenges facing gay marriage with subtlety rather than beating us over the head with it.”  Matthew McQuilkin, ‘Mo Magazine
“It’s the kind of movie that should be shown in schools, churches and to parents to convey the importance of marriage equality. It’s also one for the gay time capsule, providing a lasting impression of love in an often marginalized community.”  Ken Knox, IN Magazine

 “Excellent.  Intelligently done… it’s impossible not be completely absorbed.”  Herb Krohn, Seattle Gay News

“An excellent documentary about people who personify everything that is right about the phrase "I do."   NewsOK, Oklahoma City

“A timely, often affecting documentary [that] investigates with subtlety and insight… a heartfelt and surprisingly tender story…”   Jason Gargano, Cincinnati City Beat

“An effective treatise on love… honest and heartfelt.   What will strike you the most about what all of them have to say about love is telling: If you didn’t know which interviewees were straight and which were gay, you wouldn’t be able to tell them apart, so uniform were their feelings on the nature of love, companionship and marriage.”   Michael C. Moore, Kitsap Sun
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WHAT OUR AUDIENCES SAY:

Our audiences, both straight and gay have been sending us their comments and writing about us on IMDb.  Wherever Inlaws & Outlaws is shown, we get people talking!

“My son who is gay felt so full of hope when he left the movie, to see so many wonderful people in loving, fulfilling relationships was an incredible feeling.  As for me as his mother I just want him to have the same opportunities as my other sons to fall in love, get married if they want and ‘feel the magic.’”

“What you've made is so genuine and so important. I don't know if I have ever described a film as being genuine before. These people and their stories included me. I felt their vulnerability, their pain, their love. I don't know if I can fully explain it just yet. I'm gushy inside, still this morning. I feel inspired to act in the name of gay marriage and simply to love BIG TIME.”

“Last night was one of the most incredible experiences with a movie in my life!  The tears flowed and flowed and flowed...this movie solidified my confidence in society.” 

“There is no way you can walk away from this film without a better understanding of the need for marriage equality in this country. And even if you don't agree with gay marriage, the human faces Mr. Emery adds to this debate are unforgettable.”

"I laughed a lot, I cried a little, and I walked out with hope; I can't ask for much more than that in a movie.”

“There's a compassion in the film that's contagious.”

"The film brought me to tears, made me laugh, made me think, and made me want to get its message out to others. The emotional depth of this movie is bound to affect even the most hardened person.  I plan on petitioning my church to show the film.”

"It's so rare to sit in a dark theater and feel connected both to the 'characters' and the people sitting around you.   By the end of the film, I felt I knew them all.” 

(
Premiere:  
  Seattle International Film Festival • Runner-Up, Best Director

Theatrical   Laemmle Sunset 5 • Two-week theatrical run, West Hollywood, CA
Premiere:
  AMC Uptown 3 • Two-week theatrical run, Seattle, WA (Extended to 3 weeks)
Awards:  
  Greater Seattle Business Association • Special Recognition Award 


  (For Social Change through the Arts).


  deadCENTER Film Festival • Grand Jury Award

  Palm Springs International Film Festival • Best of Fest

  Seattle Lesbian & Gay Film Festival • Best Local Film
— more —


